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Italy's campaign for babies and yet more
babies, which has given her almost the same
population as the French. France stands
at 42,000,000. Italy is just under that to-
day and proposes to stabilise at 60,000,000.
There are difficulties on both sides about the
position of the 800,000 Italian agricultural
workers in south-eastern France, There is
bitter resentment on the Italian side at the
freedom of speech and writing accorded to
anti-Fascist refugees in France. There is
sustained indignation at France's refusal to
admit the right of Italy to naval parity with;
herself, particularly when it is certain that
for financial reasons Italy would not build up
to France's level, and sustained irritation at the
compulsion thus laid on Italian taxpayers to
spend money they can ill afford in building
ship for ship with France so as to fall no
further behindhand in the race.
None of these factors by themselves, nor
the whole combined, constitute a cause of
war, but they do serve to concentrate the
Italian mind on the possibility of war, and
dispose the Italian leaders to consider where, [
in such an eventuality, external support might
be found.    For France, it must never be
forgotten (Italy least of all countries is likely i
to forget it), is head of a European bloc, and j